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now set out to devastate, with the accompaniment of
murder and rape of children and burning of houses,
the Moslem villages within their control. They strained
every nerve to prepare for a new offensive. They
shipped over guns and food, and called fresh recruits
and reservists to the colours. They refused all attempts
at Allied mediation and pinned their hopes on a decisive
military victory.
As a result, acting under orders from their Govern-
ments, the Allied High Commissioners, on the I5th of
May, declared that there was now in existence a new
Greco-Turkish War, and that in this they were strictly
neutral. They declared that Constantinople and an
area round it were to be treated as a neutral zone. They
politely washed their hands of the Greeks, whom they
had used, aad left them and the Turks to fight out their
own quarrel as they liked, provided that they kept out
of the neutral zone and did not annoy them. The
organized atrocities of the Greeks produced a natural
reprisal, and the Turks set to work to wipe out all Greeks
in the areas in their power.
Round Chanak these things showed themselves.
Beyond the neutral zone were a sprinkling of regular
Hellenic troops from Greece but the rest were the local
j Ottoman Greeks armed and formed into companies.
They were inefficient, nervous and cowardly. In time
of stress or strain they invariably failed the Hellenic
troops. They intensified the bitterness of the conflict,
for they were hideously cruel in committing atrocities,
and they revenged themselves horribly on their Turkish
neighbours. Their pent-up hatred of the centuries was